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50 Years and Counting...
When Montessori Radmoor School marked 50 years in 2018, the celebration welcomed the vision of
the founders and the perseverance of the families in the early years and the expansion of the school
and its facilities over five decades.

Now, we will mark the beginning of our 51st year with new leadership ahead and an exciting 50 for 50
Campaign designed to take Montessori Radmoor School forward.

Welcome to the spring Alumni Newsletter!

It's not too late to participate in the 50 for 50 Challenge!

Gifts to our Annual Fund as part of our 50 for 50
Campaign will allow Montessori Radmoor to enhance
our current programming, to update and upgrade our
building and grounds, offer additional training and
professional development for staff, and provide
funding for the Lila Radway Scholarship Fund. Named
for one of our long-time supporters, the Lila Radway
Scholarship was established to provide assistance to
currently enrolled families who demonstrate financial
need and wish to continue at our school.

Whether it is $10 or $10,000, every donation helps to
support and continue our vision. Your tax-deductib le

gift will help us to continue our work to provide high quality Montessori education for all of our children.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! In September, John and Maxine Ferris, one of Radmoor’s founding families,
announced a special Matching Gift Challenge. For all gifts contributed during this academic year,
amounts will be generously matched dollar-for-dollar up to $50,000. We are grateful to be able to
share this opportunity with you!

Please consider making a contribution online by June 14 to DOUBLE THE IMPACT of your gift!

Make an ONLINE Gift Today!

Montessori Radmoor aka Michigan Montessori Internationale, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3) organization. EIN: 38-1873309

Pictured: On Founders' Day in September 2018 Radmoor School dedicated the newly constructed pergola. Head of
School Susie Hyatt cuts the ribbon with Maxine and John Ferris to her right.

https://montessoriradmoor.org/current-parents/giving/


Radmoor Appoints New Head of School
Montessori Radmoor School announces the appointment of Joseph
(Joe) Wood as the next Head of School beginning July 1, 2019.
Joseph's appointment represents the culmination of a national search
that began in November of 2018. He will succeed Susie Hyatt, who will
complete her 28th year as Head of Montessori Radmoor School in
June.

Joseph Wood is currently the Executive Director of Small Savers
Montessori, a year-round Montessori school located in the heart of
Washington, D.C. Mr. Wood holds a Master of Education in Educational

Leadership from St. Joseph University (Miami, FL) and received his B.S. in Physical Education from
Mississippi State University. Prior to his work in Montessori, Wood worked extensively with children in
athletics and pursued full-time coaching. As a result of his experience and genuine love of working with
children, Wood followed his calling and became a teacher in the elementary classroom. Mr. Wood has
spent the past decade wearing many hats in private schools in the District of Columbia where he has
worked with children between the ages of three months and twelve years.

According to Jay Salliotte, President of Radmoor’s Board of Trustees, “During his interviews with
Radmoor’s diverse group of stakeholders, Joseph expressed to us his deeply rooted belief in the
value and importance of an authentic Montessori education. Mr. Wood’s past experiences, leadership
accomplishments, and enthusiasm for Montessori education make him a good fit for our community.
We look forward to welcoming Joseph to the Greater Lansing area.”

Wood’s predecessor Susie Hyatt will step down in June at the end of the school’s 50th anniversary
year. Salliotte remarks, “Susie Hyatt has played an integral part in the school’s growth and success.
Her tenure has left an indelible imprint on the hearts and minds of all Radmoor students, past and
present. We will miss her gentle guidance and thoughtful words and plan to honor her exceptional
work in an all-school celebration in June.”

Salliotte concludes, “These are big changes for our beloved school. Change tends to conjure up
feelings of wonder and worry, but I believe in our school. I believe in our staff. I believe in the culture we
have built. And most importantly, I believe we are strongly positioned for growth and the next big
chapter in Radmoor’s history.”

SAVE THE DATE!!
50th Anniversary Year-End Open House

Our 50th Anniversary year of activities will conclude in June
with a celebratory Year-End Open House. 

Current Radmoor Families, Staff, Board members, 
and Alumni are invited to attend this special event on 

Friday, June 7, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
The Year-End Open House will feature musical entertainment, children's activities,

photo booth, food/beverage stations from local restaurants, and more.
There is no fee for this event. 

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US!

Congratulations to our 2019
Montessori Radmoor Alumni



Many years ago, you walked into the toddler room or primary environment or elementary community
and found a love for learning. Now, it's time to take that next step with high school graduation.

Congratulations and best wishes to the Class of 2019.

Gladys Abbott
Nastassia (Ness) Benjamin

Benjamin Brann
Lillie Ann Brewer

Owen Brewer
Virginia Canestraight
Varun Chandrasekar

Noor-Hassan-Conteras
Toluwa Davies

Jon DeVries
Karabo Dunbar

Katerina Ellison-Batt

Hugo Fan
Trey Fleener III

Virindern (Vinnie) Grewal
Leanne Henry
David Locher
Sofia Miller

Michael Pappas
Savera Rajendra
Braeden Russell

Adam Tait
Marina Threadgould

Tia Tiedje

Welcome back to 2018 Radmoor alumni

From left, Cameron Moy, Caroline Munson, Catherine Russell, Ben Brann,
Donovan Murphy, Jesse Munson, Erik Schultz, Brady Russell and teacher Christine Russell.

Montessori Radmoor
School celebrated the
high school graduation of
the Class of 2018 with a
reception last June.

Clockwise from right:
Saja Hamdan; Head of School
Susie Hyatt and Sandor Magyar;
Angela and Sarah Welti; (below)
Ederick and Shenika
Plantegenest.



Alumni Features -
Emma Ellefson-Frank,

Williamston High School junior

How did Montessori prepare you for high school
and beyond?

Montessori gave me the ability to manage my time without needing
an adult constantly remind me what I should be doing. In my years at public school this has affected
my learning by allowing me to make up work on my own accord when I have missed a day of school,
so that I do not fall behind. This ability to work on my own has also allowed me to take an independent
study for the last two semesters.

What advice would you give to parents of elementary students about
Montessori elementary programming?

For parents considering Radmoor for elementary school, I would recommend one thing: DO
IT!!!! _Radmoor offered only good things for me. It gave me my drive to learn because of their amazing
teachers and allowed me to learn about things that I was actually interested in at my own pace.
Learning about what you want, when you want it, is just something that is unheard of in public
school. Overall I would recommend parents to enroll their kids in Radmoor because it provides
curiosity to the
growing mind.

What are your favorite Montessori Radmoor memories?

Some of my best memories come from Ms.Christine’s class, from doing 2-foot-long long division
problems to going on a field trip to an expert at MSU because we were studying the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers (I mean where else are you going to be able to do that?!). I also vividly remember how
she included me in lessons that were above my grade level (because she knew I wanted to be
challenged) and never second-guessed my ability to work on five projects/papers/experiments at the
same time. Thank you Ms. Christine!!! _Besides the academics, I also have amazing memories of
playing "no rules" soccer during recess and carefully planning imaginary worlds with my friends.

Alumni Features -
Brady Russell,

Williamston High School senior

How did Montessori prepare you for high school
and beyond?

My time at Montessori Radmoor taught me to be a more creative thinker in the way that I learn things,
especialy in language even though I didn't personally read much while I was there because of my
dyslexia. _It definitely affected the way I view a lot of literature now. I tend to view it in a broader context.
And, a lot of the grammar I was able to pick up at Radmoor has helped me, especially through my
mother's teaching. She uses a lot of big words.



What advice would you give to parents of elementary students about
Montessori elementary programming?

Montessori really teaches you to be creative in the way you problem solve. You tend to think of solutions
to problems that are maybe a little bit out there, but tend to work out better in the end. Montessori gives
you more curiosity in exploring options of study. For me, I am going into STEM classes, but I also do
band, theater and choir.

What are your favorite Montessori Radmoor memories?

My favorite memories were hanging out in the woods in nature.

Date to Remember
International Night

Friday, May 17, 2019 from 5 - 7 p.m.

Stay Connected with Montessori Radmoor School
email us at jhildenbrand@montessoriradmoor.org
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