
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

I could not be more excited for the beginning of the 2019-2020 academic year at Radmoor!  Our staff 
has been hard at work to prepare our newly renovated space for the start of school and there is 
good energy in the building.  I look forward to partnering with you in your child’s education as we 
witness the magic of Montessori together.  Please continue reading below for important news, notes, 
and dates. 

This ‘n That 

Transparent Classroom 

I am very excited to announce that we have a plan to roll out Transparent Classroom (TC) to all 
primary and elementary families by August 2020.  Montessori is a process-based pedagogical 
method, which sometimes can cause parents to feel like they are in the dark regarding their child’s 
progress.  Transparent Classroom (TC) is a program that will allow our parents to track their child’s 
progress in real-time.  TC will increase parent awareness and offer complete transparency into your 
child’s progress and the scope and sequence of our curriculum.  In order to work out the 
technological bugs, we will pilot TC in two classrooms this year: Primary 1 and Lower Elementary.  
Families in those two classrooms will have the opportunity enroll in TC by January 2020, and will be 
asked for feedback so that we can work out any bugs before the school-wide rollout in August 2020.  
Stay tuned for more in-depth communication regarding this strategic initiative. 

Spanish Language for Primary 

I am thrilled to announce that Jenifer Medina, who holds a Montessori credential at the primary level 
from Association Montessori Internationale (AMI), will be in our primary classrooms everyday 
working with our children.  She will give Montessori lessons in Spanish with a focus on the language 
section, rotating between the three primary communities daily.  Her presence in the classroom will 
enhance our program and supplement the lessons that the children already receive from the lead 
teacher.  Your children will continue to receive Montessori lessons in English as in the past.  In 
addition, children will have the opportunity to receive more lessons in the classroom because of 
Jen’s presence. 
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Late Drop-off for Primary 

In a change to our previous policy, primary families who arrive at school after 9:00 will drop-off at the 
external door to your child’s classroom.  The doors will be locked at 9:00 a.m., so families who arrive 
late will need to knock.  The late drop-off policy for toddler and elementary is the same as in the 
past. 

Doctor’s Appointments 

In order to minimize disruption to the Montessori work cycle and to set our children up for success, 
we ask that doctor’s appointments be scheduled either before school or later in the afternoon (when 
possible).  We ask that children who are checked out of school do not return on the same day.  
Children who arrive late or return to school after leaving have a very difficult time adjusting to the 
classroom.  This is disruptive to both the classroom and the child.  We understand that 
circumstances aren’t always within your control, but we do ask that you be conscious of this when 
you schedule appointments.   

Communications 

Our teachers will continue to send out the weekly At-A-Glance communications this year.  In lieu of 
the monthly newsletter, I will send a weekly Tuesday Email which will include news, notes, and 
reminders.  These communications will begin during the week of September 3rd. 

Cultural Competency Committee 

We intend to send invitations out to members of our community to serve on our new Cultural 
Competence Committee.  The purpose of this committee is to better understand ways in which we 
can increase diversity and also make all people feel equally welcome on our campus.  Please reach 
out to me directly if you are interested in adding your name to the pool of potential invitees.   

Enhanced Security 

We have new interior doors and a new lock system as part of our recent renovation.  This keeps us 
in compliance with licensing standards and enhances our security by implementing best-practices.   

Picture Forms 

Picture day at Radmoor is September 13th.  Please check your parent mailbox for your picture forms 
or keep an eye out for a link to order online from Jamie. 

Parent Orientation 

Parent orientation is beneficial for all parents at Radmoor.  This year’s orientation is on August 27th 
at 6:30 p.m.  Please be aware that there is no child care available for this parent only event. 
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Old Friends & New Faces 

Old Friends 

Please join me in wishing a heartfelt farewell to old friends who are no longer working at Radmoor. 

Susie Hyatt:  Susie retired from Radmoor after 3 decades of service to this community.  She still 
serves the school in a consulting role. 

Chris Mangopoulos:  Chris, who was an assistant teacher in lower elementary last year, had the 
opportunity to become a high school history teacher.  We wish him well on his career in education. 

Anna Wright:  Anna, who worked in the toddler and after care programs last year, is pursuing 
higher education.  We know she will be successful. 

Sara Wood:  Sara, who was an assistant teacher in Rachel’s room, has moved on to pursue other 
opportunities.  We wish her all the best. 

New Faces 

Please join me in welcoming our new staff members to the community. 

Jenifer Medina:  Jenifer will teach Spanish in our primary classrooms. 

Raquel Barrientoz:  Raquel will join Rachel and Jen in the primary 2 classroom as an assistant 
teacher. 

David Brown:  David Brown joins Radmoor as our building sub and librarian.   
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Upcoming Dates 

8/23:  New Primary Students Visit 

8/26: First Day of School: Primary Phase-In Begins / Toddler & Elementary Half Day 

8/27:  Parent Orientation at 6:30 p.m. 

8/30:  School Closed for Labor Day 

9/2:  School Closed for Labor Day 

9/3:  Returning Primary Students Begin (No New Primary Students) 

9/4:  All Primary Begins Regular Schedule / Hot Lunch Begins 

9/6:  PGA Welcome Coffee at 9:00 a.m. in the Gym 

9/13:  Picture Day 

9/29:  Race for Radmoor 

 

I look forward to seeing all of you in the coming weeks. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joseph Wood 

Head of School 


