
ALUMNI NEWSLETTER | Spring 2021

Montessori Radmoor announces Ferris
Elementary Wing expansion for 2022

When Montessori Radmoor School families hear the names Jake and
Maxine Ferris, they recall one of the school’s founding families, alumni
parents and 50-year members of the school’s board of trustees. 

Now, the legacy continues with the Ferris Elementary Wing, an
ambitious plan to increase building size and usability, designed to add
space for students, including growing enrollment, and staff.

The school hopes the wing will be ready for instruction for fall of 2022.

The Ferris Elementary Wing will be located on the building’s west side.

It will connect through the hallway between the gymnasium and the
Upper Elementary classroom.

Announced by the school’s board and its Expansion Committee in
April, the Ferris Elementary Wing will benefit more than the elementary
program, as facilities and programming promote the entire school.

“We are incredibly grateful to Jake and Maxine Ferris and their dedication to Montessori education and
philosophy, but also their service to Radmoor and their investment in its future growth,” says Joseph
Wood, head of school. 

Wood also pointed to the service of former head of school, Susie Hyatt, who retired in 2019 after nearly 30
years at the school.

"Under Susie's direction, the prominence of Montessori education in the entire community grew, and we
are able to reap the benefits of her dedication. Families will benefit from her knowledge and guidance well
into the future.”



Celebrating Montessori Radmoor School’s 50th anniversary in 2018
were founding families and friends, from left, Robyn Radway and Erica
Radway Krueger, daughters of Lila Radway; Ralph and Tina Votapek;
Bonnie and Richard Radway; Maxine and Jake Ferris; and Barb and
Tom Astley. 

How can alumni help?
One of the greatest strengths of Montessori Radmoor School is its
supporting alumni and their families. 

Having former students and parents spread the word about the benefits
of Montessori education and experiences within Montessori Radmoor
continues to grow the program. With an additional primary classroom
opening, the school opens a vital connection to education with the
ability to enroll an increased number of students.

Montessori Radmoor School invites alumni to stay connected to the
community, through its website, www.montessoriradmoor.org, especially
its alumni pages.

The Ferris
Elementary Wing
expands Montessori
Radmoor School and
will benefit the entire
school community:

Elementary plans
include: 
Three new classrooms
Student kitchen
Reading specialist room
Courtyard and outdoor classroom
Two student bathrooms

Primary:
Additional primary classroom (P4)
Dedicated aftercare space
Dedicated nap room 

Toddler:
Toddler-only nap space

School-wide benefits:
Larger library
Multi-purpose room
Additional staff bathroom
Improved storage
Flexible staff space
Maximized gymnasium area

Celebrating Classes of 2021 and 2020

http://www.montessoriradmoor.org


Graduation memories: Photo at top, Alumni Jane Stephenson, Caroline Munson, Lauren Schultz, Emma
Ellefson-Frank, Nikita Kale (friend of grads), Cameron Moy and Gwen Eisenbeis, masked and celebrating

safely in 2020; at right, Elementary staff Christine Russell and Jackie Alson and these 6th years enjoy
Chicago in 2015: Alexander Lauxmann, Emma Ellefson-Frank, and Lauren Schultz; 2020 socially
distanced graduation at Okemos High School with alumni Michelle Kang and Jane Stephenson.

Congratulations to the new high school grads
Each spring, around graduation, Montessori Radmoor School welcomes its graduates back to the school for a tour
and a chance to reminisce about those years that likely stoked a lifetime of learning.

The COVID-19 restrictions scuttled those plans for the Classes of 2020 and 2021, but Montessori Radmoor School
congratulates those students and wishes them well on their journey.

While this may not be an exhaustive list of students that attended Montessori Radmoor for toddler, primary or
elementary years, it’s our hope to mark the occasion and marvel at your accomplishments. Good luck! 

Remember, as the staff at Camp Miniwanca used to say during elementary camp:
My Own Self, At My Very Best, All The Time.

Note: Our best efforts were made to sort names based upon graduation year. We apologize if the incorrect year



was listed. We hope this list brings many happy memories.

Class of 2021
Aaron Maxwell Belman-Wells

Nicholas Brady
Isabelle Brewer

Niko Bringi
Aidan Brown

Wynn Brumbach
Gabrielle Cerny
Taylor Conley

Henna Dhamecha
Anton Dubois
Darren Elder

Alexander Eyde
Erika Fogarty

Charles Fournier
Jake Garcia

Raphael Garcia
Carter Garrison
Jonathan Gifford

Lily Gorman
Deepie Grewal

Lilly Guthrie-Nelkie
Sawyer Halbritter

Sean Henry
Lily Heutel

Lukas Jeitschko
Sofie Johnson
Francis Jung

Eric Kolar
Nicholas Lane

Alexander Lauxmann
Sophia Lee
Clara Liao

Conner Long
Sarah McKinley

Alexander Mondragon
Isabella Olivo

Nandhita Ramesh
Sidarth Rao

Lindsay Recker
Mark Rico

Elizabeth Riddell
Lauren Schultz

Keval Shah
Rohan Shah

Maggie Townsend-Mehler
Laya Tumbalam 

Class of 2020
Theano Alimonos

Yun Seo Bae
Chandler Bentley

Mable Bowdle
Jordan Dalton
Joshua Davies

Emma Ellefson-Frank
Elise Essa

Jack Finnegan
Emily Goebel
Mya Grewal

Megha Gupta
Aidan Hauser

Christian Hutnik
Joseph Jewett
Michelle Kang

Hypatia Magyar
Cameron Moy

Caroline Munson
Soren Murphy
Lewis Pontz

Savera Rajendra
Ariana Ravitch
Jack Russell

Samuel Sanderson
Devyn Seaberg
Anirudh Shanker

Sam Smith
Jane Stephenson

David Van Ark
Advaith Vuppala

Celebrating our
newest alumni:



Passages
In the world of COVID-19, Montessori Radmoor
School maintained its tradition of celebrating 6th
year students as they "graduate" and move on to
other schools: Passages.

In June, the school welcomed a "drive through"
event to mark the end of the elementary years of
four students: Lilah, Morgan, Shaurya, and Abbott.
An outdoor celebration with families, staff and two
alumni speakers, Jesse Munson and Catherine
Russell, closed with community members saluting
them from the parking lot.

While we know your journey has finished (for now)
at Montessori Radmoor, we hope we will always
be your home.

Alumni Features -
Lilly Guthrie - Nelkie

Holt High School Class of 2021 graduate
incoming Douglas J Academy student

Would you recommend the Radmoor elementary program to
toddler or primary parents or the community?  Why?

Yes, I think I got more than just an academic education at Radmoor, but I
learned things that would benefit you in real life, like life skills. Radmoor has a
truly diverse student body, and I think that’s another reason to recommend it.

Did your experience at Radmoor help you learn to be flexible? 

It taught me to adjust to changes, just by doing the activities we did and being able to structure our own schedules
during the day. We had more of an open learning plan, rather than a standard, structured schedule, so we could be
flexible and choose. That helped me learn to be flexible.

How did your education and experience at Radmoor prepare you for high school and life
beyond high school?

Montessori Radmoor prepared me for life, beyond school, like how to cook and do dishes. It really taught me a lot
too. I learned cursive writing there, and there are still some people my age that don’t know how to do that.



What are your favorite memories of Radmoor?

Going to Camp Miniwanca was really fun. I liked how the staff really connected with us. We were able to see other
Montessori kids from East Lansing Stepping Stones. I’ve gone to summer camps, but nothing like that. I really
enjoyed doing the puzzle maps too.

Photograph courtesy of the Guthrie-Nelkie family from Rebecca Houlihan photography.

Jane Stephenson -
Okemos High School Class of 2020

University of Michigan first-year student

Would you recommend the Radmoor elementary program to
toddler or primary parents or the community?  Why? 

Yes! I feel that I got a much more holistic education at Radmoor than I would at
public school. In addition to getting a strong foundation in academics we were
encouraged to develop independence and interpersonal skills that have served
me throughout life. 

Did your experience at Radmoor help you learn to be flexible? 

Definitely. Because our academic schedule was mostly left to us at Radmoor, I
am finding it much easier now in college to stay motivated and set schedules for myself while doing all remote
learning. Beyond the academic side, I would say that dealing with the challenges I faced at Radmoor prepared me
for what we are experiencing now because whenever there was an issue, I always felt like I had space to talk about
my thoughts. Knowing that my feelings were heard made it easier to persevere even though whatever I was doing
was hard. Nowadays, when I’m faced with challenges, I still seek out people who will listen to my feelings and that
helps me carry on. 

How did your education and experience at Radmoor prepare you for high school and life
beyond high school?

One of the biggest things that I notice is different from my peers is that Radmoor really encouraged us to be
independent. Because of the structure at Radmoor, I am much more dedicated to seeking the answers out myself
instead of asking someone. Also, since we were encouraged to study whatever interested us instead of being told
what to study, that really sparked a lifelong passion for learning that has carried me and kept me motivated
throughout my education. 

What are your favorite memories of Radmoor? 

My favorite memories are all the time we got to spend outdoors, playing in the woods, having class outside, or at
Miniwanca and doing “Who Am I’s” on a bunch of animals. 

Share your story
If you would like to share your memories of Montessori Radmoor, or reconnect with the school, contact us. Alumni
can add a profile or a photograph under the Our Alumni tab at montessoriradmoor.org. Past issues of the Alumni
Newsletter can be found there too.

http://montessoriradmoor.org


Giving back helps support Radmoor’s mission

Ferris Elementary Wing
Gifts from former students and community members bolster the school’s ability to provide the exceptional
environment for families who choose Radmoor for their children’s education. Alumni can help contribute to the
success of the Ferris Elementary Wing with donations by clicking here. The web site will update visitors with
progress as the projects begin.

Lila Radway Scholarship Fund
As a non-profit school, tuition dollars propel the school forward, and donations and gifts help to ease the burden on
current families and continue the school’s legacy.

Both the general fund, which assists in school improvements, and the Lila Radway Scholarship Fund accept
donations. For online giving, visit our website. To send a check, print and add the form from the website.

The Lila Radway Scholarship Fund was established in 2000 and current families with financial need can apply. The
scholarship was named for a member of one of Montessori Radmoor’s founding families, Lila Radway, who along
with Pat Moore advocated for the school and its elementary programming. Radmoor earns its name from these two
families, having been renamed (from the Children’s House) in 1982. 

Radmoor participates with AmazonSmile
Montessori Radmoor also participates with AmazonSmile, a fund-raising program in which Amazon donates 0.5
percent of the price on eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the school. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you
know, with the same products and prices. You can visit this link, or go to smile.amazon.com and search for the
school name to enroll: Michigan Montessori Internationale Inc.

Montessori Radmoor aka Michigan Montessori Internationale, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3) organization. EIN: 38-1873309

Make an ONLINE Gift Today!

Contact Montessori Radmoor School at www.montessoriradmoor.org, and follow the link to the alumni
section. Alumni can submit "Your Montessori Story" there to share with the community.

Newsletter created by Michelle Munson, proud alumni parent.

     

https://www.montessoriradmoor.org/current-parents/giving/
https://www.montessoriradmoor.org/current-parents/giving/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1873309
https://montessoriradmoor.org/current-parents/giving/
https://www.facebook.com/montessoriradmoor/
https://www.instagram.com/montessoriradmoor/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/montessori-radmoor-school-of-okemos/

