
Sensitive 

Period

Montessori’s Four Planes of Development

◦ Abstraction

◦ Imagination

◦ Morality/Justice

◦ Culture

◦ Peer interaction

Birth Infancy Childhood Adolescence Maturity

Age 3

Age 6

Age 9

Age 12

Age 15

Age 18

Age 21

Age 24

◦ Movement

◦ Language

◦ Order

◦ Senses

◦ Small objects

◦ Concrete experience

◦ Social justice

◦ Heroes and role models

◦ Personal dignity

◦ Belonging

◦ Personal interests

◦ Social independence

◦ Evaluation of social policy

◦ Personal responsibility

◦ Social ◦ Focus on global community◦ Egocentric – focus on self ◦ Focus on societyFocus
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